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DEWAN BAHADUR HARBILAS SARDA

Iiteratuie embodies not only the intellect of a nation
but also its spiit It1s a record of a people’s learning, 1ts
wisdom, 1ts refinement and 1ts aclnevements 1n the material
and the moral world Itis the embodiment of its culture
and 1ts civilization

The Hindi Literature 1s the mirror which reflects the
thought and the spint of the Hindus during the time that
Hind: has been their national language To preserve this
literature 1s to preserve for the benefit of the coming genera-
tions the traditions and the culture of the Hindus

The Hind: literature 1san 1ndex to the character and
the capacities of the Hindus. Owing to geographical histori-
cal and other reasons, Hindi has been the vehicle of expres-
sion of the thought and the spirit of the Hindus of the
Northern snd Central Hindustan including Rajasthan, which
province has played a most important part in the history
of India Histonically, Rajasthan has played a part 1n
the history of India which no other province has done. It
opposed and fought against the invaders in the twelfth
century when Shahbuddin Ghori mvaded India 1n 1191 A D.
and continued uninterruptedly to fight agamnst the Pathans
and the Mughals i}l the mddle of the eighteenth century,
when the Mughal Empire broke up No other province kept
up the fight so long. And the result was that not a foot of
the land of Rajasthan was in the possession of the Mughals
when the British succeeded the latter. The literary produc-
tions of Rajasthan, therefore, show swhat Rajasthan has
thought, felt and achieved during the last ten centuries.
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The Hinds Iiteratuie of Rajasthan 1s a vast store-house.
One bianch of 1t 1s 11 Dingal, a form of Hindi, and s of the
greatest 1mpoitance. Literatuie in Dwmgal s of an unique
quality, and the Iike of 1ti1s not to be found anywhere in
India. The Rajputs are the most warlike people in the
world. From father to son, for generations beyond count,
the warrior’s blood has been running in therr veins. The war
poetry of Rajasthan 1sallin Dmgal A recital of it tingles
the blood and stirs one to action, as nothing else 1n the world
does

Before the Western education took root in Rajputana,
Iiterary productions in Dingal were umversally recited and
read, and the people weie fired with enthusiasm and love
of adventure. It was not the Rajputs alone but the people
of “all the thirty six castes” that were roused to action by
the recital of the brave deeds and the heroic lives of the
people of Rajasthan The Charans, the Bhats, the Dhadees
and others sang the heroic deeds, and recited the bats (tales),
the couplets and Kahanees (stories) of the hives of great men
in every village and town in this Land of Chivalry. The
Western system of education and the introduction af Enghsh
which 1s.the language of the admimstration, alas' lilled that
learning and knowledge, with the result that the youngmen
in Rajputana have become more or less strangers to the
chivalrous traditions and the high culture of this ancient
province Conditions of life also having been changed,
the Dmgal lterature has been neglected so much so
that men who understand the Dugal language and 1diom
have become scarce. The Rajput Rulers ot Rajputana
and their Sardars and Nobles who patromised and
encouraged this literature have become strangers to 1t,

There 1s no demand for Diugal hterature, and price-
are disappearing.

less manuscripts 1 that language
save them from

Spasmodic efforts have been made to o
perishing. Col. James Tod, the ymmortal author of éaf
wonderful book, The Annals and Antiquties of Ruwasthan, and 0
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Ty avele m Western Rajputana collected a few of these manuscripts
and took them awav to England on his retirement in the
thirties of the nmeteenth century Dr. Rajendralal Mitter
and later, Mahamahopadhaya Har Prasad Sastri came to
Rajputana from Calcutta lo seaich for them. Dr. Buhler
and Piof. S Bhandaikar went to Jaisalmer and other places
to find them Di. L C Tessitory did good work in his
search for old Hindt manuscuipts. He edited some of them

The task of collecting and preserving these most
valuable manuscripts 1s a stupendous one There are
bhandms and lbiaries 1 temples and ashamas and
upasmas 1  the tarious states of Rajputana. Private
collections and Balhas nnumerable, exist n all parts of
Rajputana. \Vhat has so far been done 1n the matter 1s
less than a farthing in a pound sterling There are whole
regions unexplored, treasures to be unearthed, underground
cellars stocked with manuscripts, where the rays of light
have not yet penetrated to be brought to light. These
manuscripts will not only widen our horizon and make
life richer, but will prove the essential umity of Indian
Iife and culture, and reveal the inexhaustible source of

national nspiration, and unfold the national future of the
Hindus

The Udaipur Hind1 Vidyapith enterprise in collecting
and preserving Hindi manuscripts 1s deserving of great praise,
and its workers are to be congratulated on doing this nation-
building work * I.ooking to the gigantic character of the
work to be done, and considering the meagre resources at the
command of the Udaipur Hindi Vidyapith, or of the indivi-
dual workers in the field, great credit 1s due to P. Mot1 Lal
Menana M. 4, who has already published an mteresting book
named Dimgal men Vo Ras, for writing and publishing this new
book, Rajasthan men Hind: &t hastlilhat grantho 1 Khgy. He has
devoted much time and energy to the discovery of old Hind:
manuscripts 1n Rajputana, and all lovers of Hind: litera ture
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are under obhigation to him for the admirable work he 1s doing.
The present book ‘‘ The Search for Hindi Manuscripts 1n
Rajasthan” 1s an important contribution to the efforts that
have to be made by the people of Rajputana to preserve their
literary heritage. I hope and tiust P. Menaria’s work will be
appreciated by the Mewa1 State, and the enlightened P'rime
Minister of Udaipur, D. B. Sir T. V. Viyjayaraghavachanar,
K. B. E., with his love of learning, will give such financial
and other help as will enable the Udaipur Vidyapith to
continue 1ts Jaudable work

The present book enumerates 175 manuscripts and
gives short notes on each one of them Of these 175 books,
114 are 1n ordinary Hindi or Bi@ Bhashe and 24 1n Dmgal.
As regard the subjects of these 175 books, rehgious devotion,
wsdl, 1s the subject of twenty-seven of them, only mine
being historical poems The book has four appendices
containing useful information.

I recommend the book to all lovers of historical tradi-
tions and culture of Rajasthan, and to all students of Hindr
Literature.

AJMER,
24th Amal, 1942,
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